Lysistrata Design Simulation: Director #1

Spine of the Production: to implicate violence 

Concept Statement: You are a strictly intrinsic director who believes that the playwright’s work is sacred and shouldn’t be manipulated. As such, you intend to direct a production of Lysistrata that is strictly faithful to the playwright’s original intentions. This means that you expect designers to follow the text to the letter, obeying all design indicators in the script. You are alarmingly suspicious of so-called “creative” designers who want to re-interpret the work of the playwright.

Budget: You are working with an independent theatre company in NYC. Your budget is strictly limited to $8,000, including space rental (which will account for half of your budget.)

Theatre space: You are working in a converted church space. The configuration is roughly thrust, but the sides of the space are incredibly shallow. There is significant vertical space. 






Lighting instruments are limited to sixteen. The space is wired for sound. There is ample dressing room space. Also, there is a large crucifix in the back wall of the performance area that cannot be removed. This will either need to be incorporated into the design or you will need to build a false wall or drop to conceal it.

Also, a Narcotics Anonymous group uses the space for several daily meetings, so nightly load-in/load out is required.

Timeline: You are three weeks out from your first rehearsal and six weeks out from your first performance. 

Stock: Because you are an itinerant theatre group, you don’t have a ton of dry goods. You do, however, have a strong working relationship with a larger theatre, so you can borrow from their significant stock of costumes.

Technical Director: Your budget does not allow for a Technical Director, so there is no need to appoint one from your group.

THE TWIST: 20 minutes into the group’s prep time, announce that the wiring in the church is being replaced and won’t be ready in time for your performance. Lighting and Sound teams will have to work solely with practicals that can be plugged into wall outlets using extension cords and power strips. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Be sure to give your group ample time to prepare for the presentation, but also feel free to interrupt constantly to be sure Aristophanes’ integrity is being kept in tact!
